Calcium antagonists and vasodilatation.
Calcium antagonists comprise a diverse group of chemically unrelated agents that interact with voltage-operated calcium channels (L-type) and thereby inhibit smooth muscle contractility. They are used to treat several major cardiovascular disorders, including hypertension and angina pectoris; they are also studied in congestive heart failure and in atherosclerosis. The current view is that their therapeutic action is related to vasodilatation. This view is an oversimplification, as will be shown in this review. It will also be illustrated that all calcium antagonists are not identical pharmacological agents.